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September, 1818, by Knill, whose health had failed in
Madras, and both went to reside at Nagercoil, about four
miles from Meiladi, which henceforth became their principal
station.

The British Eesident at that time was Colonel Munro,
a zealous and distinguished friend of missions. Colonel
Munro had been the saviour of the country in the recent
period of confusion and misrule, and he was therefore all-
powerful in political matters. He greatly favoured the
mission, and used his influence on its behalf. He procured
grants from the Ranee of the bungalow at Nagercoil, in
which the missionaries resided, and 5,000 rupees for the
purchase of rice-fields as an educational endowment, from the
income of which the English seminary, established in 1819,
has ever since been supported. Similar aid was at the same
time rendered to the Syrian Christians and the Church
missionaries labouring amongst that people.

A strange but well-meant experiment was tried by
Colonel Munro, in procuring for Mr. Mead the appointment
of civil judge at Nagercoil, as there were then so few persons
in the country who could be entrusted witKsuch an office.
The duties of this post were certainly discharged with great
efficiency and much benefit to the natives, so as to excite in
their minds strong sentiments of grateful esteem for Mr. Mead,
and make an impression throughout the country highly favour-
able to the external success of the missionary cause. It was
felt, however, by the Society that such a union of offices was
somewhat incongruous, and Mr. Mead accordingly resigned
his civil appointment after about a year.

And now the tide of popular favour flowed in upon, the
missionaries. 3STot only did their message commend itself to
the consciences of the hearers, but there was doubtless in
many instances a mixture of low and inferior motives in
embracing the profession of Christianity. The missionaries